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European Cultures and Identities 

Introduction 
 
 
The aim of this course is to introduce you to Europe, a continent of great diversity of place, 

culture and identity. Its divergent peoples carry their own cultures, religions, traditions and 

languages. Yet, the majority of the European countries have been increasingly engaged in a 

joint project aimed at political and economic integration in the European Union. 

 

Lecturers from Utrecht University will introduce various European topics in morning 

lectures. The handbook will allow you to prepare for these lectures. In the afternoon, 

seminar sessions will offer you the opportunity to discuss the course content, ask questions 

and present assignments. 

 

A highlight of the course is an excursion to the Belgian city of Brussels, which features a visit 

to the European Parliament. The course will conclude with an in-class examination covering 

all lecture and literature content.  

 

This course will hopefully provide you with a solid foundation for understanding Europe 

and topics in European culture and identity. 

 

You will be given a hearty welcome to the Netherlands, Utrecht University and this summer 

course. One might daresay you will enjoy your stay in the Low Countries, and breathe in the 

odour of this culturally exquisite blossom of the European continent. 

 

Joris Dekkers & Jaap Verheul 
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European Cultures and Identities 

Academic Program 
 
 

WEEK I:  
 

Monday July 5 
 
Morning  Welcome and Introduction to the Course 
  Joris Dekkers 
 
Time:  10:00 –  10:45 
Location: KNG 80, room 006 

 
Morning   Lecture 1: Europe, an overview 

 Joris Dekkers 
 
Time:  11:00 – 12:00  
Location: KNG 80, room 006 
Reading:   Contemporary Europe, chapter 1 
 
 
 

Tuesday July 6 
 
Morning  Seminar session 1: European 20th Century History  
 
Time:  10:00 – 12:00 
Locations: group A: Drift 23, room 020 
  group B: Drift 23, room 103 
  group C: Drift 23, room 104 
Reading:                 Contemporary Europe, chapter 2 
 
 
Afternoon Lecture 2: Cultural Diversity in Europe 
  Rob van der Vaart 
 
Time:  15:00 – 17:00 
Location: KNG 80, room 006 
Reading: Contemporary Europe, chapter 8 
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Wednesday July 7 
 
Morning  Lecture 3: The Role of Germany in Europe 
  Jacco Pekelder 
 
Time:  11:30 – 13:30 
Location:  KNG 80, room 006 
Reading: No reading  
 
Afternoon Official Opening of Utrecht Summer School 
   
  Aleid Wolfsen, Mayor of the city of Utrecht  
  Hans Roof, Rector of Utrecht University 
 
Time:   17:00 – 18:00 
Location:  Janskerk, Janskerkhof 
 
 
 

Thursday July 8 
 
Morning  Lecture 4:  Cultural Heritage of Europe 
  Hans Renes 
 
Time:  10:00 – 12:00   
Location: KNG 80, room 006 
Reading: Contemporary Europe, chapter 11 
 
Afternoon Seminar session 2: Europe United? Eastern and Western Europe 
 
Time:  13:00 – 15:00 
Locations: group A: Drift 23, room 020 
  group B: Drift 23, room 103 
  group C: Drift 23, room 104 
Reading: Contemporary Europe, Chapter 3 & 6  
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Friday July 9  
 
Morning  Lecture 5:  Religion in Europe 
  David Bos 
 
Time:  10:00 – 12:00 
Location: KNG 80, room 006 
Reading: No reading   
 
 

 
Saturday July 10 – Sunday July 11 
  Assignment 1 (seminar track), self-study and free time 
 
 
 

WEEK 2:  
 

Monday July 12 
 
Morning  Lecture 6: Islam in Europe 
  Welmoet Boender 
 
Time:   10:00 – 12:00 
Location:  Drift 21, room 032 
Reading:  No reading 
 
Afternoon Seminar session 3: Europe and The Parliamentary Democracy 
  ! Hand in assignment 1 ! 
Time:   13:00 – 15:00 
Locations: group A: Drift 23, room 020 
  group B: Drift 23, room 103 
  group C: Drift 23, room 104  
Reading: Contemporary Europe, chapter 4 & 5 
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Tuesday July 13 
 
Morning  Departure for Brussels, Belgium 
   ! Bring your passport ! 
 
Time:   08:45 ! Be on time ! 
Departure from: Olympos Sports Centre, De Uithof (Utrecht University Campus),  

Uppsalalaan 3, map and route: http://www.olympos.nl (go to 
‗English information‘) 

 
Morning  Visit to the European Parliament, Brussels 
   ! Bring your passport ! 

 
Time:   11:00 – 12:30 
 
Afternoon  Lunchtime 
 
Time:   12:30 – 13:30 
 
Afternoon  Visit to Royal Museum of Fine Arts, Brussels 
   ! Bring your passport ! 

 

Time:    14:00 – 16:00 

 
Afternoon  Pickup & Return to Utrecht 

 
Time: 16:15  
 
 
 

Wednesday July 14 
 
Morning  Lecture 7: European Cultures 
   Thomas von der Dunk 
 
Time:   11:00 – 13:00 
Location:  KNG 80, room 006 
Readings:  Contemporary Europe, chapter 10 
 
Afternoon  Seminar session 4: Europe? Beginnings & Endings 
   ! Assignment 2 ! 
Time:   14:00 – 16:00 
Location:  group A: Drift 23, room 020 
   group B: Drift 23, room 103 
   group C: Drift 23, room 104 
Readings:  Contemporary Europe, chapters 9 & 10 
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Thursday July 15 

 
Morning  Final Exam 
 
Time:   10:00 – 12:00  
Location:  KNG 80, room 006 
 
 
 

Friday July 16 
 
Morning  Presentation of Certificates (!Hand in room keys!) 

Joris Dekkers 
 
Time:   12:00 – 13:30 
Location: Academiegebouw 
 
Afternoon  Farewell Drink 
 
Time:   13:30 – 14:30 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: 
KNG 80 is an abbreviation for Kromme Nieuwe Gracht 80 
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European Cultures and Identities 
Assessment, Attendance and Grading 
 
Assessment 
Assignments:  2 x 15% 
Final exam:  70% 
Credits:  4 ECTS 
 
Attendance  
Note that full attendance is expected in all lectures, seminar sessions, and excursions. 
Students who are absent beyond their fault (illness, accident, etc.) should submit a medical 
certificate to Joris Dekkers as soon as possible. Make-up assignments are expected for all 
unexcused absences. Ten percentage points will be subtracted for all uncompensated 
absences. Students who fail more than two make-up assignments will be dropped from this 
course. 
 
A Note on Grading 
Your grades will be numerical grades according to the Dutch grading system. Dutch grades 
range from 0 (very bad) to 10 (excellent). At Utrecht University, a 5.5 is the lowest passing 
grade, though note that this might be different at other (Dutch) institutions. Also note that 
grade inflation has not affected the Dutch grading system as much as it has some American 
institutions. Grades of 9 and higher are rarely given, the most common grades are between 6 
and 8. The Utrecht University student registration system (Osiris) that will produce your 
transcript will round off all grades to whole numerals for 5 and lower, and half numbers for 
5.5 and higher. Hence, ... 4 — 5 — 5.5— 6 — 6.5 — 7 — 7.5, etc. On course work and 
examinations, however, it is customary to receive a grade that has not been rounded off. 
Plusses and minuses are sometimes used, and count for one-fourth of a point, for instance: 
8- = 7,75. Meaning of numerical grades: 
 

9.00-10.00  Excellent 

8.00-8.99 Very good 

7.50-7.99  Good 

7.00-7.49  Very satisfactory 

6.50-6.99 Satisfactory 

6.00-6.49  Sufficient 

5.50-5.99  Acceptable; minimum pass 

5.00-5.49 Insufficient; fail 

4.00-4.99 Unsatisfactory 

3.00-3.99 Very unsatisfactory 

2.00-2.99  Bad 

0.00-1.99 Very bad 
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European Cultures and Identities 
Assessment, Attendance and Grading 
 
 
* Note that conversion of grades that you have received in the Netherlands to grades at your 
home institution is the responsibility of your home institution, not Utrecht University. This 
chart should be used as an indication; no rights can be drawn from it.  
 
* Any case of plagiarism will be reported to the home institution and results in a course 
failure, meaning 1.00 as final grade for this course. 
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European Cultures and Identities 
Assignments 
 
 
Name your document in e-mail subject line and file name as follows: 
―first name + last name + assignment nrX + date (dd-07-10)‖ 
 
Assignment 1: Political Cultures of Europe 
Time:  To presented on July 13, during seminar session 3. 
Format: Essay (500 words) and class discussion 
 
Assignment: 
Defend or attack one of the following six statements in a paper and in class discussion: 

1) The ‗three Europes‘ are not compatible with each other. 
See Contemporary Europe, discussion Chapter 1 

2) Parliaments are reactive and marginal political actors nowadays. 
See Contemporary Europe, discussion Chapter 4 

3) Broad political participation is a danger to democracy. 
See Contemporary Europe, discussion Chapter 5 

4) The educational system in Europe is politically ‗neutral‘. 
See Contemporary Europe, discussion Chapter 11 

5) Architecture in Europe is a good case study demonstrating the tension between 
romanticism and positivism 
See Contemporary Europe, discussion Chapter 11 

  
Guidelines:  

- Students will be divided into opponents and proponents in seminar session 1. 

- Read the literature related to the academic programme until July 13, and any other source 
of information you wish to use. Examples of think tanks that publish short academic 
texts on Europe and/or the European Union are the Brookings Institution and the 
Carnegie Peace Foundation (pro) or the Heritage Foundation and the American 
Enterprise Institute (against). 

- Summarise in essay format the most important arguments in favour of your position as 
concise and clear as possible, using only a few sentences per argument. You may also 
concisely disprove often-heard arguments against your position.  

- Engage in class discussion, organised by your seminar leader, and defend your position. 
Debating skills and argumentation will be awarded, not brashness and loudness. 

- This assignment will be graded individually. 
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European Cultures and Identities 
Assignments 
 
 
Assignment 2: Constitutionalism, Rationalism and Individualism in Europe 
Time:  To presented on July 14, during seminar session 4. 
Format: 10-minute PowerPoint presentation.  
 
Assignment:  
In groups of three students, gather information on ‗constitutionalism‘, ‗rationalism‘ or 
‗individualism‘ within the purview of the history of the European social structure (see 
Contemporary Europe, Chapter 6). Present the concept in class briefly and concisely.  
 
Guidelines:  

- Groups will be formed and concepts will be assigned in seminar session 2.  

- Use knowledge you have gained by the lectures and required literature of July 6 through 
July 10. Read and any other source of information you wish to use. 

- Discuss findings with the students in your group, and discuss how to present them in 
class. Focus not only on what the concept entails, but also address its role and use in the 
history of the European social structure.  

- Prepare a PowerPoint presentation, in which all students in your group present one 
aspect of your designated concept. Take your file to class on a memory stick (USB) or 
CD-ROM and send to webmail as a backup.  

- This assignment will be graded collectively. 
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European Cultures and Identities 
Computer Facilities  
 
During the course, you can use several of Utrecht University‘s computer and printing 
facilities. You have received your computer login code (SOLIS ID) from the Summer School 
administration. If this is not the case, send them an e-mail at summerschool@uu.nl or 
contact them by phone: +31 (0)302534400.  
 
You are recommended to use one of the main computer rooms of the Faculty of Humanities 
in Kromme Nieuwegracht 80 (KNG 80). The computer rooms are opened from Mondays 
through Fridays from 08h45 to 17h00. The computer rooms are closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 
 
Another option is to use the computers at the University Library (UB) Innercity (Drift 27).  
Again, use your login code (SOLIS ID) to log in at any of the library computers. You can 
also use the computers on the standing desks to search catalogues without having to log in. 
You cannot work on these computers and there are no printing facilities. 
 
 
 

mailto:summerschool@uu.nl
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European Cultures and Identities 

Web Information 
 
 
Website of Utrecht University: 
http://www.uu.nl 
 
Course website: 
http://webct.uu.nl 
 
Website of Utrecht Summer School 
(including social and film programme):  
http://www.utrechtsummerschool.nl 
 
European Student Network Utrecht: 
http://www.esn-utrecht.nl 
 
Explore Utrecht: see, do & experience: 
http://www.utrechtyourway.nl/utrecht/en 
 
Maps of Utrecht University and the city of Utrecht: 
http://www.uu.nl/EN/whowhatwhere/Pages/Maps.aspx 
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Map of Inner City University Buildings 
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European Cultures and Identities 

Social programme 
 

 
 
 
See http://www.utrechtsummerschool.nl 
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Current political map of Europe 
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